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Aziz Ahmad was one of the most prominent fiction writers and
literary critics, belonging to the 1930s generation of Urdu writers.
In early 1960s he became a fellow of the SAOS, London
University and later on moved to University of Toranto, Canada.
During his association with the British and Canadian universities
his main focus remained on Islam in the Indian sub-continent. His
studies in Islamic culture in the Indian environment are distinct
because of his creative insights as compared to the books written
on the same theme by Dr. Tara Chand, Dr. Ishtiaq Hussain
Qureshi and S.M. Tkram. His creative narrative starts from the
advent of Islam in the Indian sub-continent to the emergence of
Pakistan in 1947 as a natural outcome of socio-political history of
the sub-continent.
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"I have sought mainly to collect facts in this essay and facts to be

connected with only two aspects of civilisation__religion and art. I
am conscious of the inadequacy of the attempt." (1)
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"For understanding the Muslim approach to the problems of the
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sub-continent it is worth remembering that though revivalist
thinkers, like Hazrat Mujaddid Alif Sani in Mughal times and
Iqbal in the twentieth century, have exercised a powerful
influence, the religious teacher with the greatest following and
influence has been Shah Waliullah, perhaps the most catholic and
broadminded of religion reformers of the modern Muslim world.
A position similar to that of Shah Waliullah in the religious
sphere has been occupied by Ghalib in recent times in the literary
field. He has been universally popular with Hindus and Muslims,
and his poetry reflects a personality of broad sympathies, deep
humanity, and liberal views. Amir KHUSRO who laid the
foundation of the Indo-Muslim cultural tradition in the
pre-Mughal period had the same characteristics. In their writings
and in the lives of those whom they influenced, may be found the
true spirit of Islamic India during the period which has been
covered in this book."(3)
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"The intellectual leadership of Muslim India passed to
Muhammad Igbal in the 1920s. His political philosophy was also

based on the two essential elements of Islam: The Unity of God
and Prophethood of Muhammad (PBUH)."(4)
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"Muslim Arabs arrived on India's coast in the wake of their
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pagan ancestors who had carried on a tradition of maritime trade
across the Arabian sea since nearly the dawn of history. These
Arab traders who settled down on India's coasts between the
seventh and ninth century were treated with tolerance by Hindu
rulers, and the legend of conversion of a Cheraman Perumal raja
shows that they were allowed to propagate Islam. They
intermarried with indigenous women; some of them joined
service under Hindu princes; and at least one of them contributed
financially to a Hindu temple. Several Muslim communities like
the Labbes, the Mapillas (Moplahs) and the Nawait thrived in the
south and their descendants still survive."(5)
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"There are several instances of Buddhist collusion with the
invaders. For instance, it was a priest who came and told
Muhammad bin Qasim to aim at the flag and the pinnacle of the
temple in Debal. It was another priest who acted as the messenger
between the Arab prisoners in Debal and the Arab general. It is
not impossible that the prophecy regarding the fall of Debal if the
flag of the temple could be demolished was fabricated for the
benefit of the Muslims. Nirun, which was under a Buddhist chief,
had been in correspondence with the Arabs even before
Muhammad bin Qasim set foot on the soil of Sind. It made a show
of resistance because the chief was away with Dahir, the king of
Sind, when the Arabs appreared before its gates, but as soon as

the chief came back, he apologised and surrendered the town.
Siwastan, the are around modern Sehwan and Sibi, was under
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Bajhra, a first cousin of the ruler. The Buddhists advised him not
to fight because '"they could intercede for him" with the Arabs
"who never broke their promises". When Bajhra turned this
suggestion down, they made it amply clear that they did not want
to embroil themselves in fighting. Bajhra soon despaired of
putting up resistance and the Arabs gained the fort with the
cooperation of the Buddhist population. Similarly Kaka Kotak, a
Buddhist chief of the area near Sehwan, advised his followers and
Jats not to fight against the Muslims, because Buddhist priests
had told him the the area was destined to fall into the hands of the
Muslims. He not only tendered this advice to those who had
intended hostilities against the Arabs, but went to the Arab camp
and agave them valuable information.'(6)
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"The largest Arab coastal settlements, however, were in Malabar,
where Muslims now form a substantial part of the population.
One result of the Arab settlement was the conversion of a local
ruler to Islam, an event which undoubtedly helped the position of
the Muslim community. Another influence of the arrival of
Muslims may possibly be seen in the great religious movements in
South India in the ninth century. It has been suggested, although

without very clear proof, that the religious ferment of the period
may have owed something to Muslim ideas".(7)
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After the invasions of Mahmud, numerous Muslim men of
learning and religion poured into India. It is impossible to
compile a list of all of them, but some of the important ones may
be mentioned here. Among them was 'Ali bin usman Al Hujwiri

the author of Kashful Mahjub who was a native of Ghazna, and
who after travelling extensive over Muslim land came to reside in
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Lahore where he died in 465 or 469 A.H...(8)
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But the interpretation of the theologians suited the Turco-Afghan
invaders. This was a position not very different from that of the

more or less contemporary Christian world during the
Crusades.(10)
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"Below the surface of the easy Muslim conquest of the greater
part of the sub-continent and centuries of Muslim rule there also
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developed a turbulent challenge of stiff and continued Hindu
armed resistance."(11)
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