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Garcin De Tassy was among the most important orientalists in
19th century, who, comparatively, devoted his whole academic
life especially in the studies of Muslim society and culture of
South Asia. Besides, he contributed highly valuable research
in Indian languages and literature and historiography of
Hindvi and Hindustani (Urdu). In this field, among many
other remarkable works in French language, his Histoire de la
Literatuer Hindouie et Hindoustanies is highly important and
most useful source for the studies and research on Urdu
language and literature until late 19th century from the
beginning. It was first published in 1839 and then as its
second volume in 1847. But later he continuously added his
research and enlarged it in 3 volumes which were published
in 1870-71 in Paris. De Tassy's several work, which was in
French language, have been translated in English and even in
Urdu but this huge Histoire is not published so far and
translated in any language, however a research scholar Lillian
SekistienNazro attempted to translate this into Urdu as her
research project for Ph.D degree from University of Karachi in
1961 and succeeded. This Urdu translation has been not
published yet but it is now ready to be published with an
Introduction and Appendices by the writer of this article.

This article is based on the unpublished introduction, which
the writer has written for the above translation that covers the
evaluation and details of De Tassy's contributions in Urdu'
language and literature,
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